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To the ene W 
whoſe letter hath occaſion- 


ed the publication of this 


SER MON. 
SIR. r | 
ara Thought my [elf {2 B30 com 15 
pwieith your. deſire, ſo far as to al 
seu copies of 1 allen, 72 
=== Courſe to come abroad, when 1 con- 
ares the contents of your Letter. I ſhould 
gladly be at the pains of tranſcribing twen- 
ty ſermons, upon the hope of what you inti- 
mate in this caſe, that © it might pleaſe 
« God to make me thereby an imſtrument in 
« the ſaving of but one ſoul; ” for I know 
no pleaſure equal to that of ſer ving Chriſt 
and ſouls. I bow the knee in thankſgiuimg 
to the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that the hearing of it © has wrought 
« @ deep impreſſion on your mind; and ear- 
neſtly pray, that by the grace of the holy 
Spirit , the review may have all thoſe good 
Hects upon your ſelf, of which you are in 
hope; and that it may reach to the bene- 
fit of other readers, as you deſire. I have 
made the more haſt to put it into your hand, 


for the ſame end which you profeſs to have 
A 2 at 
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at heart, © to keep the impreſſion from 
wearing off your mind.” All good men in- 
Med muſt agree with you, that it contains 
one of the greateſt arguments we can have. 
&« to encourage holineſs, and deter from ſm , 
« that God ſeesus.” If a plain diſcourſe on 
ſo common a ſubjett ſhall have the effeci 
upon any, to make God more preſent to their 
minds, there will be no room to repent the 
expoſmg of it to public view. 
cannot forbear to take notice of one 
- thing, that when I had proceeded far in 
my preparations upon a branch of another 
ſubjef, which ] have been long upon, my 
mind was turned to this for the ſervice of 
that day, without any particular view. 
May it not be hoped, that the God, whoſe 
are the ſpirits of all fleſh, had the direc- 
tion of this change, on purpoſe . graciouſly 
to meet you! © * 
If God bleſs this undeſigned publication to 
you” or any other, the author will hope for 
a part in your prayers, that he may ob- 
tam mercy to be faithful, and have ſea!s of 
his miniſtry; <hich will be the moſt ac- 
ceptable return for this ſmall pains to, 


SIN, 


Tour aſſeftionate ſervant 


* for M r. 
* 


GENES. XXXIX. 9. latter part. 


How then can I do this great wicked- 
neſs, and ſin againſt God? 


HES E arc the words of Joſeph, 
after he had been fold by his bre- 

thren into Egypt, and after he had 
met with ſome remarkable turns 
of providence there. He came thi- 
ther as a ſlave; but providentially became the 
property of a man of figure, who had it in 
his power to advance him, and in his inclina- 


PF 


tion to ſhew kindneſs to one whom he found a 


faithful ſervant. Upon trial, he made him o- 


verſcer of his houſe, ver. J. and left all that he 


had in Joſeph's hand, ver. 6. In theſe circum- 
ſtances he was aſſaulted with a violent. temp- 
tation to uncleanneſs, from his maſter's wife. 

He was himſelf in his youthful prime and vi- 
gour; and then prompted to a fin, which is pe- 
culiarly a youthful luſt. The tempter was his 


ſuperior, his miſtreſs on whom he had ſome 
dependence: He might expect great advantages 


from her fayour, and on the other hand might 
5 have 
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have room to fear very miſchievous effects from 
her reſentment. She ſolicited him to this evil 
action in a way very plain and expreſs, which 
could not be put off without à blunt refuſal. 
There was a proſpect of ſecrecy; and little fear 
of man to lay a reſtraint upon him, which is 
a check often made uſe of by Providence to 
prevent a great deal of evil in the world. The 
opportunity was preſent, ſo that there could be 
no long time for cool and ſtaid debates; bur 
the temptation mult either be immediately com- 
wr with, or rejected. And yet on the other 

and, when he had overcome her ſolicitations 
at one time, the trial returned afreſh She 
ſpake to Joleph day by day, ver. 10. And 
pcople have often been prevailed upon by rhe 
frequent aſſaults of temptation, to do that at 
length, which they could not think of with- 
out horror at firſt. But this good man, tho 
he was now ſeparated from his brethren, a ſo- 
journer in a ſtrange land, open to many hopes 
and fears from this ill woman; yet makes a re- 
ſolute reſiſtance, and gains a noble conqueſt. 
But upon what principles did he repell the aſ- 
fault? With what confiderations did he arm his 
mind? ä | 
1. He had a principle of honour, and that was 
of conſiderable ſervice to him. He could not 
find in his heart to beſo baſe and diſingenuous to 
a kind and liberal maſter. Ver. 8, 9. Behold, 
my maſier wotteth not what is with me in the 
houſe, and he bath committed all that he hath to 
my hand. There is none greater in this houſe 
than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from 
me but thee, He was highly intruſted; and he 
had too noble a mind to betray his truſt. He 
had received great obligations from his maſter , 


and he had too generous a ſoul to be comm” | 
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of benefits. But he roſe higher, and recollec- 
ted yet ſtronger engagements; for, 
2. He had a principle of religion. He turned 
his eye to God; and conſider'd, that this would 
be very offenſive to him, as well as injurious to 
his neighbour; and obvious to his notice, tho? 
it might eſcape the view of men. How can I 
do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? 
When he expreſſes it in the way of a queſtion , 
it carries the greater force. He appeals to her 
own inward {entiment, whether this was not 
reaſon ſufficient for his refuſal; and at the ſame 
time plainly ſignifies a firm determination not 
to comply. Two things are included in his re- 
flection. 

1. The great evil of that to which he was 
tempted, as it was a ſin againſt God. And this 
is the principal evil of every ſin. 

2. That he was, in this hour of temptation 
of privacy, under the eye and obſervation of God. 
And theſe two thoughts ever preſent to our 
minds, would have a — efficacy for 
diſarming any temptation. 

I. It would greatly conduce to eſtabliſh our 
hearts againſt the aſſaults of temptation, if 
they were firmly poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of the 
evil nature of fn, as it is againſt God. This, 
above all things, ſhews the Gafulnef of ſin, and 
therefore ought to be the principal matter we 
conſider in it. 

Every fin indeed is againſt ourſelves, as well as 
againſt God: And in ſuch a ſenſe againſt our- 
{elves, as it cannot be againſt God; i. e. It tends 
to our own real prejudice and miſery, whereas 
it can by no Means ſo affect the bleſſed God. In 
that ſenſe Elihu ſays, Job xxxv. 6. If thou fin- 
neſt, what doſt thou againſt him? Or if thy tranſ- 
greſſions be multiplied, what doſt thou unto him? 

In 
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In the ſenſe of doing him any real prejudice. 
But he that fins againſt God, wrongs his own ſoul. 
Prov. viii. 36. And that is a conſideration, 
which we ſhould often inculcate upon our- 
ſelves. | 
Many fins are againſt our neighbour. Our 
evickedneſs may hurt à man as we are. Job 
xxxv. 8. Such was the ſin, to which pious Jo- 
ſeph was tempted: And he by no means omits 
to call to mind, and pathetically to repreſent 
to himſelf, and to his miſtreſs, that conſidera- 
tion. And when we are tempted to any ſuch 
ſins, we ſhould take the fame courſe; we ſhould 
endeavour to fortify ourſelves, by thinking of 
the injuſtice, or ingratitude, or unkindnels of 
them to our neighbour, or the prejudice we 
may do them thereby in their ſouls or bodies. 
But ſtill the principal evil of every ſin lies in 
its being againſt God. Much of the prejudice 
we ſhall receive from it ourſelves, ariſes from its 
being offenſive to God. And the evils, which 
directly and immediately are injuries to our neigh- 
bour, are properly ſinful, as they are againſt God. 
And indeed that conſideration of them moſt af- 
fects a truly good man. So it did the heroic 
youth in the text. The ſame weight David 
lays upon it, when he was come to himſelf, af- 
ter the heinous fins of adultery and murder, 
into which he had fallen. P/al. li. 4. Againſt 
thee, thee only have I ſinned. He had injured his 
ncighbour, as heinouſly as can well be ſuppoſed ; 
but the ſinful nature of his actions properly 
lay in their being againſt God; the evil of them 
in that view appeared ſo much ſuperior to an 
other conſideration, that it ſeemed to ſwallow 
up all the reſt. We ſhould endeavour therefore 
to have our minds habitually impreſſed with this 
apprehenſion of ſin, and in every hour of temp- 
tation, 


(9) 
tation, actually to view it in this light, as it is 
againſt God. 

1. Sin is directly contrary to his nature. God 
is light, and in him there is no darkneſs at all. 
And therefore, if we ſay, we have fellowſhip with 
him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do not 
the truth. 1. John i. 5, 6. Where it is intima- 
red, that the divine nature and fin are as op- 
poſite as light and darkneſs. Sin is the very 
reverſe of God's purity, as holineſs in us is but 
a faint copy from that great original; à divine 
nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. If it were ſuppoſeable, that 
God could be like us in ſtate and condition, he 
would do juſt as he requires us to do. Nor 1s 
this altogether an imaginary ſuppoſition. God 
has been manifeſted in fleſh; the Son of God be- 
came man; and when he was found in faſhion 
as @ manu, he was made under this holy law, 
and obeyed it perfectly; by which it was moſt 
highly honoured, and a plain evidence given of 
its conformity to the divine nature. And as 
far as the heart and life of a man. is formed by 
this rule, ſo far he bears the nobleſt part of 
God's image, of which a creature 1s capable. 
But fin is the direct contrary, the image and 
ſuperſcription of God's worſt enemy. We were 
the ſons of God by creation, but by fin are 
become a degenerate offspring, fuch as he can 
no longer own for his, till we are changed, be- 
cauſe unlike him. Now, when we are temp- 
ted to any known fin, we ſhall do well to think; 
if I comply, I ſhall make my ſelf ſo much the 
more unhke God, and walk contrary to him. 

2. Sin is oppoſite to his authority and fo- 
vereign rights over us. He 1s our proprietor 
and owner, who gave us our being, our all; 
bur left us not to our own diſpoſe, without re- 
ſerving a claim. of fervice and duty to W 
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And yet, alas! While the ox knows his owner , 
the ſinner conſiders not , whoſe he is, 1/a. 1. 3. 
He will aſſume an uſurped property in himlelf, and 
act for himſelf, and 15 his own will his law, and 
uſe his capacities and enjoyments, as one, who owes 
no account for the uſe of them to any beſide him- 
ſelf. God is our ſovereign, who has all right 
offible to give law to us in every thing, and 
y the ſignification of his will to determine 
our choice and actions: But in every known {in 
we break out into rebellion, practically diſown 
his authority, break his bands in ſunder, and 
caſt away his cords from us; and ſay, I will 
not have God to reign over me. Sin lays a vile 
imputation upon God's law, as if it wanted 
either equity or wiſdom; it muſt be conſtrued 
to imply at leaſt, that in that inſtance, where 
we chuſe to act contrary to it, we think we can 
overn and manage ourſelves better than he. If 
we would ' ſuſpend compliance with a tempta- 
tion, till we had ſat down, and weighed this one 
thing, what intolerable inſolence there is in fin 
againſt the Majeſty in the heavens, that we will 
not receive law from him, from whom we had 
our all, not allow him the uſe of his own crea- 
ture; if we would but turn this in our thoughts, 

ſure, it would make us aſhamed to venture on. 
N Sin caſts contempt upon his ſupreme ex- 
cellence, and his fitneſs to be our chief good. 
In every ſin we prefer ſomething before God: 
For we rather hazard his favour, than we will 
mils of ſuch an expected ſatis faction. But oh! 
that you would allow your ſelves to think, what 
2 undervalue. An infinitely perfect being, who 
as all in him to make you truly and compleatly 
happy: One, in whoſe favour is life, and whoſe 
loving kindneſs is better than life; in whoſe 
wrath is death, and whoſe wrath is worſe 
than 
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than death : Short of whom, you find by daily 
experience, that there is nothing can anſwer all 
your wants and wiſhes. Y ou find preſent things pe- 
riſh with the «ſing, and in a little time, the world 
and fleſh and heart will fail: But even then, 


if you were upon good terms with God, he 


would be the ſtrength of your heart, and your 
portion for ever. And what 1s it that you pre- 
ter before ſuch a portion? Some poor earthly 
enjoyment, which neither can be, nor be plea- 
ſant long; it may be, the gratification of ſome 
baſe luſt that unmans you. Verily, theſe are 
your Gods; they are to you inſtead of God. 4 
goodly price, may I not ſay? That he is prized 
at of you! When he is put in the balance with 
thele things, and they outweigh with you. *Tis 
aſtoniſhing to a conſiderate mind, when he al- 
lows himlelf to chink calmly, that ever he ſhould 
have for/aken the fountain of living waters for 
broken ciſterns, Jer. ii. 13. A greater contempt 
could hardly be put upon our bleſſed Lord, than 
that of preferring Barabbas, a man of the vileſt 
character before him : And can we affront the 
great God worſe, than, when he and a baſe luſt 
come in competition, to chuſe to gratify that 
luſt, rather than to pleaſe him by a refuſal ? 

4. Sin violates the powerful engagements of 
| his love and goodneſs. God, who 7: good and 
does good, gave the tokens of his benignity to 
man in innocence, on purpoſe to confirm him 
in his obedience; and he continues them to us 
in our fallen ſtate to lead us to repentance, Rom. 
ii. 4. We have all of us a large ſhare in the 
benefits of creation and providence; we are often 
prevented with the bleſſings of God's goodneſs. He 
has fed us all our life long unto this day, and 
has redeemed us from all evil; he has daily load- 


ed us with his benefits, prevented the full exe- 
B 2 cution 
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cution of the curſe upon us, granted us a long 
reprieve, and the offers and means of eternal 
ſalvation. When he draws us in this manner with 
the cords of love; what muſt be the language 
of preſumptuous ſin but this, that we deſpiſe the 
riches of his goodneſs and forbearance and long- 
ſaffering ? Rom. ii. 4. We requite God therein 
evil for good, and turn his own gifts againſt 
himſelf. Hence God ſpake in fo awful a man- 
ner of /ſrael, Iſa. i. 2. Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, Oearth, for the Lord hath ſpoken : I have 
nouriſhed and brought up children, and they bave 
rebelled againſt me. As if an carthly parent 
ſhould complain ; I have trained up my offspring 
with the moiſt tender affection and conſtant care 
but now, inſtead of the returns I had reaſon 
ro expect, they fly in my face, they pick out 
my eyes. Think, ſinner, what God has been 
to thee; thy watchful guardian, thy conſtant 

uide, thy bountiful provider from the womb : 

e has done more for thee, than all the world 
can do; and whatever ſervice any creature has 
been of to thee, it is no more than God has made 
it. And do ye thus requite the Lord, oh fooliſh 
people and unwiſe ! Is not he thy father, that has 
bought thee *® Hath he not made thee, and eſta- 
blifhed thee ? Deut. xxxii. 6. 

7. Sin carries a ſlight of God's threatned diſ- 
pleaſure. When you dare to offend God for a 
trifle, can it be thought that you entertain a cer- 
tain expectation of — under his vengeance for 
it? No, your apprehenſion of that muſt be weak- 
ned, upon ſome vain ſurmiſe or other. It ma 
be, you fondly hope, that his clemency will 
overlook all, that his threatnings are only deſign- 
ed to terrify, and he either never will, or never 
can execute them. If you reckon preſumptuouſ- 
ly upon his clemency, while you boldly rebel; 
you 
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ou muſt have ſtrange thoughts of his juſtice. 
Can you think the great ruler of the world ſhould 
be leſs concerned for the honour of his laws and 
government, than a juſt and wiſe ruler upon earth 
would be, who will not ſuffer an obſtinate male- 
factor to go unpuniſhed? No, God will give 
every man according to his works, and not ſuffer 
his authority to be trampled upon: He has told 
you fo in the molt poſitive threatnings : And if, 
when you hear the words of his curſe, you bleſs your- 
ſelves in your hearts, ſaying, 1 ſhall have peace, tho 
1 walk in the imagination of my heart, to add 
drunkenneſs to thirfl: If ſo; what could you in 
reaſon expect for ſuch arrogance, if God had 
not directly put the caſe in ſcripture? Let con- 
ſcience ſay, whether ſuch preſumption deſerves 
better, than what God has expreſly declared ſhall 
be the conſequence of it, that be Lord will not 
ſpare that man, Deut. xxix. 19, 20. Whoever 
is ſpared, for certain, not he who diſbelieves God 
in his moſt awful aſſeverations. If you believe 
him in earneſt, can you dare his almighty power 
for execution, who can immediately ſtrike you 
dead in an act of ſin? Would to God, the fear 


of him were preſent to our minds, whenever a 


temptation offers. 

But beſide this thought, that fin is againſt 
God, 
II. It would be a fingular preſervative againſt 
any temptation to fin, to conſider ourſelves as 
always under the immediate eye of God. That 
our {in is not only againſt him, but he is apprized 
of the offence. This ſeems to have been the 
principal conſideration, that occurred to Joſeph's 
mind, for his eſtabliſhment in this critical mi- 
nute. The P/almiſt expected a like good effect 
from it. P.. xvi. 8. I have ſet the Lord al- 
ways before me; be is on my right hand, therefore 

| I ſhall 


T Hall not be moved. This conſideration will 
be _— ſerviceable many ways. 

1. It will farther aggravate to our minds the 
heinous evil of every offence. To do an ill action 
in the preſence of a prince, or before the face of 
a judge, argues higher impudence, and is a more 
notorious contempt of authority, than the com- 
miſſion of a fault in private. This raiſed Aba- 
ſuerus's reſentment againſt Haman, Eſth. vii. 8. 
Will be force the Queen alſo before me? The 
malice of the devil could inſinuate nothing blacker 
againſt Fob than this: Bring ſuch or ſuch an 
affliction upon him, and he will curſe thee to thy 
face, Job i. 11. ch. ii. 7. So God deſcribes the 
notorious ſinfulneſs of ſome, Ja. xv. 3. that 
they were a people that provoked him to anger con- 
tinually to his face. Indeed ſuch expreſſions as 
theſe are uſed with a ſpecial emphaſis, to de- 
icribe great boldneſs and impudence in fin. But 
in truth they may juſtly be applied to every ſin, 
and every ſin is aggravated by this conſideration. 
So the returning prodigal in his confeſſion to his 
father, mentions this circumſtance, as inhancing 
all the fins of his paſt lite; Father, I have ſinned 
againſt heaven , and before thee. Luke xv. 18. 
When you fin, you either believe divine omni- 
ſcience, or you do not. If, like them in Job 
xxii. 13, 14. you ſay, How doth God know ? 
Can he judge thro” the dark cloud? Thick clouds 
are à covering to him, that he cannot ſee; ſuch 
atheiſtical ſurmiſes cannot leſſen the truth of the 
thing; nor yet the guilt of the offender, as long 
as there are the cleareſt evidences of it from rea- 
ſon and ſcripture, if he would not ſhut his eyes. 
Do you belicve his omniſcience, but forget that 
his eye is upon you? That will be a poor cxcule 
indeed. How! Not think of the eye of God 
upon you, when you could not forbear to think 
of 
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of the preſence of an earthly prince, if you were 
before him! Can ſuch a contemptuous neglect 
of the reſpect you owe to the divine preſence, 
abate the heinouſneſs of that farther offence which 

reſults from it? 7 
2. This would fortify us againſt ſecret ſins, as 
well as open, ſince they are all equally before 
him. If we had no other ſpectators of our ac- 
tions but men, it might be ſufficient to maintain 
a fair outſide, becauſe that only comes within 
the reach of their judgment. But the hypocrite, 
who is concealed from men's notice, is naked and 
open to him with whom we have to do. God knows 
the purpoſes and imaginations of the mind, as 
well as the actions of the life: For he underſtands 
the thoughts afar off. Pſ. cxxxix. 2. And the 
ſins committed in the thickeſt darkneſs, in the 
moſt retired ſolitude, are as perfectly known to 
him, as thoſe committed at noon- day; for he is 
omnipreſent; as much in a wilderneſs as in the 
city; as well in the cloſer, as in the places of 
public converſation. Son of man, lays God to 
Ezekiel, ch. viii. 12. haſt thou ſeen, what the 
antients of the houſe of Iſrael do in the dark, every 
man in the chambers of his imagery ? For they ſay, 
the Lord ſeeth us not, the Lord hath forſaken the 
earth. No, the prophet could not ſee it; but 
God ſaw it, and acquainted his prophet with it. 
F we thould /ay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall cover 
us, even the night ſhall be gh! about us, Pl. cxxxix. 
11, 12. He is privy himſelf immediately to all 
that paſſes, and not only at ſecond hand by in- 
formation; for his eyes run to aud fro in the 
earth, beholding the evil and the good, Prov. xv. 3. 
This is the moſt awful conſideration that can be, 
ſince God is to be our judge; becauſe by this 
means his ſentence wa proceed on. the moſt 
certain grounds, his own infallible. ps 
0 
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No facts can be concealed from him; none of 
the ſprings and principles of them can eſcape his 
notice, or the temper of mind with which they 
are done, which give the trueſt light into their 
nature; nor does he need to know the frame of 
our minds by an overt- act. In an earthly judi- 
cature, the offender is ſeldom known to the judge 
witneſſes are required to prove facts, and the 
proof is often lame and doubtful: If facts are 
made evident, the diſcriminating circumſtances, 
which principally aggravate the offence, may {till 
lie hid; and ſo the criminal may receive a milder 
ſentence than he deſerves. 'There 1s room before 
men for excuſes and diſguiſes, for falſe turns and 
inſinuations, which may biaſs a court in favour 
of a criminal. But no ſuch thing can have 
co at the tribunal of God. Tho' you ſhould 
ave liv'd in the greateſt obſcurity among men, 
ſo that your next neighbours ſcarce know your 
character; yet you are as fully known to God 
as thoſe who make the moſt public figure in the 
world. He wants not the help of evidence to 
convict you: Tho” he will ſummon other wit- 
neſſes, angels and men, and your own conſciences, 
at the great day; it is not becauſe he needs them, 
but to make the grandeur and ſolemnity of that 
day of a piece. His own omniſcience extends 
farther than any foreign evidence can; and he 
is not a man, that he ſhould forget any part of your 
behaviour. What need have you then to keep 
your hearts, as well as your lives, with all dili- 
gence? to dread a ſin in privacy, as well as when 
you know, you have many eyes upon you? 
3. This would engage us to fear every thing 
which God declares ſinful, tho'ꝰ men ſhould make 
light of it; if we act always as in the preſence 
of one, who /ees not as man ſees. 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
That which is highly eſteemed among men, is ſome- 
3 times 
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times abomination in the fight of God, Luke xvi: 
15. Thoſe things which are looked upon by 
many as trivial faults, or poſlibly are cried up 
by ſome for commendable qualities, are ſome- 
times eſteemed by God to be heinous offences. 
Licentious practices paſs with ſome for genteel 
accompliſhments, or things fit to make ajelt of , 
rather than to be dreaded and abhorred: But 
God tells us, that for theſe things his wrath comes 
upon the children of diſobedience, Col. iii. 6. that 
none of ſuch a Character ball inherit the kingdom 
of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Prophane people make 
_ of fin in general; but it is the abominable 
thing which Cod bates, and the wages of which 
he has fixed to be death. Others, who diſlike 
open immorality and prophaneneſs, yet make 
{mall account of vain and evil thoughts, of idle 
or injurious words: But God declares, that he 
thought of fooliſhneſs is ſin; and that for every 
idle or injurious word men ſhall give an account 
in the day of judgment. Some, who would 
ſtartle at an act of injuſtice to their neighbour, 
have little ſenſe of the evil of unbelief, impenis 
tence, hardneſs of heart, reſiſting the good ſpi- 
rit of God: Whereas God lays men's everlaſting 
ruin on theſe things. Now our ſentiments of ſin 
in general, or of the heinouſneſs of any particu- 
lar acts of it, are to be formed not by the judg- 
ment of men, but of God; for we are under 
his eye; and accountable to him, and mult ſtand 
or fall by his ſentence. It will not excuſe us, 
that our friends or ſuperiors, that wiſe or good 
men made a ſlight account of theſe things, as 
long as God has ſignified his mind in the caſe, 
and calls us to approve ourſelves to his all- ſeeing 
eye, and not to men. 


E 4. This 


4. This would encourage us in our oppoſition 
to temptation, when we find it moſt difficult; 
to think, that his compaſſionate eye is upon us. 
He ſees the imperfection of our knowledge, and 
where we want wiſdom ; our weakneſs, and 
where we want ſtrength z and he will not fail 
or forſake an honeſt and upright ſoul. God is 
faithful, and will not ſuffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able; but will with the temptation 
make a way to eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
it, 1 Cor. x. 13. He who takes beed left he fall, 
may animate himſelf by this aſſurance, becauſe 
it is given to ſuch, Yer. 12. And let the diſ- 
— be ever ſo many, from the num- 
ber of our enemies, or the nature of our trials; 
all are anſwered by a divine all · ſufficiency engaged 


for our relief. 


I cloſe with ſome application of this ſub- 
t. Let me expoſtulate with ſecure and careleſs 
ſinners, that forget God. You run upon one 
fin after another, and it 1s the leaſt part of your 
thoughts, that God has any concern in the mat- 
ter. Poſſibly it has ſome weight with you, when 
a vice is againſt your temporal intereſt ; if it will 
prejudice your health, or impair your eſtates , 
or ſink your reputation: Theſe conſiderations 
may keep you from ſome fins. But you trouble 
not your heads, whether God be offended or 
not, you can affront and provoke him without 
trembling. | 

But againſt whom, vain man, doſt thou exalt 
thy voice, and lift up thine eyes on high? Even a- 
gainſt the holy one of Iſrael. Should it paſs for 
nothing with you, that you loſe the divine image, 
Which 
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which was your glory? that you rebel againſt 
your undoubted ſovereign! that you relinquiſh 
your chief good, and value a trifle more. Is it 
nothing in your account, that you are affront-, 
ing the God, whoſe goodneſs and mercy have 
followed you all your days? that | gee are griev- 
ing your conſtant benefactor? and neglecting a 
regard to him, who is either the beſt friend, or 
the worſt enemy in the world? Have you reaſon 
left, and yet can you think theſe things not to 
be worthy of your concern? 

You forget, that God's eye is upon you; Le 
is not in all your thoughts, at leaſt as little as you 
can help it, tho” he 55 not far from every one of 
ug. You are not affected with any eye ſeeing you, 
which you cannot ſee your ſelves. Some are ar- 
rived ſo far, as hardly to fear either God or man; 
to have little ſenſe of reputation among men; they 
are not at all aſhamed, neither can they bluſh. But 
the generality are not corrupted ſo far. If they 
run toan excels of riot, to chambering and wan- 
tonneſs; theſe ſhall be works of darkneſs: If 
they cheat their neighbour, they will not do it 
openly, but when they can have hope of eſcap- 
ing diſcovery. The apprehenſion of a ſpectator 
w1ll reſtrain their inclinations; and they are a- 
ſhamed, when they find that others know their 
follies. What infatuation is it then, that you 
dare to commit fin in the conſtant fight of the 
living God? You'll check yourſelves in the pre- 
ſence of an earthly ſuperior: Oh that you would 
think, wherever you are; “ A greater than the 
c higheſt earthly potentate is here; I cannot do 
© an ill thing ſo privately, as to avoid his eye; I 
& cannot put a falſe diſguiſe upon my actions be- 
« fore him. hither can I go from his ſpirit ? 
« Whither can I flee from his preſence? ” * 
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will put a bridle-upon your diſorderly appetite 
7 the Bs of — tongue, 2 fake 
of one in company, who poſlibly can do no more 
than give you an ill name for what he ſees a- 
miſs: And ſhall it not ſtrike an awe, that he ob- 
ſerves you who will judge you, and who cande- 
ſtroy both ſoul and body in hell? Would you 
bluſh ro mect a ſober acquaintance in the height 
of a debauch ? And have you no ſhame and re- 
morſe, when you reflect that a holy God hath 
ſeen all? Would it not ſometimes fill you with 
confuſion of face, if you thought that one of 
your fellow- creatures knew your hearts; all the 
wicked and fooliſh thoughts and inclinations har- 
boured there, would not ſuch an apprehenſion 
make you almoſt weary of life? And yet you 
can make your faces harder than a flint, while 
the great God perfectly knows your enmity to 
him; that you are poſſeſſed with an innumerable 
company of unclean, malicious, or prophane 
thoughts; that you are led captive by the de- 
vil at his will, ſerving diverſe luſts and pleaſures, 
or act hypocritically in all the pretences you 
make to piety and goodneſs. | | 
Sure you cannot act at ſuch a rate, and yet 
ſtedfaſtly believe divine omniſcience. You live 
altogether by fight; and becauſe God is inviſi- 
ble, you mind him not, tho” his eternal power and 
godhead might be clearly ſeen from the things which 
are made. Recollect yourſelves ; have you any 
reaſon to call in queſtion his obſervation of you, 
ih bl unleſs it be that he doth not immediately ſtrike 
. ſuch preſumptuous ſinners dead? It may be you 
| make that the occaſion of having your hearts ful- 
ly ſet in you to do evil, becauſe judgment is not 
| Jpeedily executed. And yet, have you never heard 
of inſtances, wherein God hath made his obſer- 
vatior 
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vation known by the judgments he hath exe- 
cuted? Do you venture —_—_ the riches of 
his patience and forbearance, ſo as to provoke 
him the more for them ?-Nread then, leſt he ſhould 
make a ſpeedy example of you. F when his hand is 
lifted up, you will not ſee; yet you ſhall ſee, and be a- 
ſhamed, Iſa. xxvi. 11. Is it not time to think, 
what a being you have dared, what a preſenc 
you havecontemned ? That you may be aſham 
with a penitent humiliation, and not with ever- 
laſting confufton ! That the ſame all-ſeeing eye, 
which hath ſeen the wickedneſs of your, heart, 
may ſee your unfeigned ſorrow and repentance 
for it! That as the luſts of the fleſh and of the 
mind have evidently governed you heretofore ; 
ſo there may now be found in you the work of 
faith, and labour of Iove, and patience of hope, in 
the fight of God and our father. a 
2. Let thoſe, who have had ſerious and ſuc- 
ceſsful convictions of theſe things, make ſuch 
thoughts more frequent and familiar to them. 
Accuſtom yourſelves to lively meditations on ſin 
in theſe views of it; which, if you are born of 
God, have made a deep impreſſion on you. Tho? 
others be inſenſible of thele things, tho* they 
live as without God in the world, tho' he is 
ſcarce in any of their thoughts; yet let him not 
be for a day, for an hour altogether out of your 
minds. Je that love the Lord, hate evil, Pl. xcvii. 
10. Hate it more, ſet a more conſtant guard a- 
gainſt it for that reaſon. Think of fin, as the 
moſt oppoſite thing in the world to your God 
and father and portion: As ſo much againſt 
God, that notwithſtanding all his good will to- 
ward men, he could not eſteem it fit and ho- 
nourable ro ſhew favour to you, or any other 
finner, without rhe ſacrifice of his own Son to 
| | - atone 
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atone for fin. Let this thought have a conſtant 
influence upon you, Chriſtians, to. whom that 
blood is precious: Hate that with a perſect ha- 
tred, of which God hath teſtified ſuch an irre- 
concileable abhorrence. You cannot sontent 
yourſelves to be ſtrangers to God; you medi- 
tate on him,and often turn a thought upward: Ever 
then recall him to mind, as ſoon as a known tempta- 
tion preſents it ſelf. © Thou God, /eeft me; and can I 
find in my heart to offend thee to thy face, 
% who art my choſen friend? to whoſe care- 
ce ful and compaſſionate eye. over me, I owe all 
« my paſt ſafety and ſupplies? from whole con- 
& tinued notice and obſervation of me and my 
& concerns thro' life, I have all my comfortable 
6 ogy — for my future pilgrimage ? ” 

e aſſured, that God ſees and is diſpleaſed 
with the fins of his own people, as well as of 
others: Indeed they mult be 3 diſpleaſ- 

ing to him, as they are attended with peculiar 
arg They have known the terrors of 
the Lord; they have laid to heart the evil of 
fin, as againſt him; they have renounced it; they 
are made partakers of a divine nature, which 
leads them to better things; God has done that 
for them, which he has not done for the world 
in common; and they have the hope of eternal 
life from him. Such therefore ſhould arm them- 
ſelves eſpecially with this thought, and feel the 
force of it : | 
To prevent their fall into preſumptuous ſins. 
& Whatever the world or the devil offer me, 
* whatever the remains of fin in my own heart 
« ſuggeſt to me; ſhall ſuch a one as I do this 
great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? God for- 
bid: Grace forbids me; ingenuity, covenant 
| 4 engage · 
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« engagements, chriſtian proſpets forbid any 
“ fuch thing. Or, 

To promote their ſpeedy recovery, whenever 
they have fallen. Have forgotten my ſelf 
« and my God, neglected my guard, and broke 
8 h e my engagements? So fooliſh was 1, and 

ignorant, and even as a beaſt before bim. Lord, 
* « Pen confeſs it, I lament it; but I come back 
© unto thee, for thou art the Lord my 


& God. 
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ERRATUM. 
Page 7. Line 20. for of Privacy, read from Privacy: 


' Publiſhed by the ſame AUTHOR. 


1. A Sermon preached at Cheſter and IVrexham, 
Sept. 7. = the day of thanksgiving for 
the victoty at Bleubeim. 4. 

2, A Sermon preached May 19. 1706. on oc- 
caſion of the victory at Ramellies. 0. 

3. A Sermon to the Societies for reformation of 
manners, Jun. 30. 1707. 


4. A Sermon on occaſion of the dreadful fire 


in Thames-ſtreet, Jan 1714. 
5. A funeral Sermon — oned by the death of 


the Reverend Daniel Williams D. D. 5 
| 6. 
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85 A Sertmoitat the Exening - Lecture in Salter's 
hall, July If- 1716. upon his l that of 
Lecture. 

y. The wiſdom of owning God for the guide of our 
youth. A Sermon to young people, Dec. 
25. 1716. 

8. The peculiar obligations to ſerious Piety upon the 
children of good parents. A Sermon to young 
people, Dee. 25. 1718. | 
9. God with us, while aus are with him. A 
” Whips reached, Oct. 9. 1720. 

10. Peſt liverances and preſent calamities ins 
proved. A Sermon, Nov. . 1720. 

11. The wiſdom of counting the coſt , and whe- 
ther we have ſufficient to finiſh" a Chriſtian 
courſe. A Sermon to young people, Dec. 26. 
1720: 

12. Davids choice to fall into the hand of God; 

- rather than into the hand of man. A Sermon, 

. 20. 1921.” © 

13. The ſerious conſideration of a faut Judgment 
recommended to youth. A Sermon to young 
people, Dec. 25. 1721. 


14. A Letter to Mr. Cumming, concerning the 
regard which ought to be had to ſcripture 

conſequences. 1719. 

iy. A ſecond Letter to Mr. Cumming , in defence 
of the former. 


